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September 2011



High Flats meeting, Monday 26th September, Birnies Court, 7pm-9pm
This is our regular meeting for anyone living in the multi-storeys and it would be great to see as many tenants as possible there. The guest speaker is Keith Willcock, Policy Manager from the Scottish Government and he will be giving a talk on some of the initiatives that the Scottish Government is taking with regards to tackling fuel poverty. There will also be an opportunity to tell us what is happening in your respective area. Hope to see you there. 
Scottish Government consultations
The Scottish Government currently have a number of papers out for consultation and Edinburgh Tenants Federation will be submitting a response to each of them. 
The Draft National Strategy For Housing For Older People can be downloaded at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/access/ROOPH/housing
The deadline for responses is Friday 30th September. 
The RSL (Registered Social Adaptations Budget And Funding Criteria For 2012-13 can be downloaded at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/access/adaptations/consultation. The deadline for responses is also Friday 30th September. 
The Scottish Social Housing Charter paper can be downloaded at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/08/04092156/12. The deadline for responses is Tuesday 1st November. 
Tenants Conference

This year’s Tenants Conference will take place on Saturday 8th October in Norton Park Conference Centre. This is an important event, where you will be able to contribute to discussions on improving housing and housing services in Edinburgh. There will be a number of discussion groups, including the content of the Council’s new Tenant Participation Strategy, Scottish Social Housing Charter, Housing Revenue Account, 21st Century Homes, and Get to know your neighbour. More information will be sent to tenants in the coming weeks. In the meantime, if you have any queries, please contact Sam Reeves on 0131 529 7805 or email sam.reeves@edinburgh.gov.uk.
20th Anniversary DVD
All member groups will shortly be receiving a DVD of the Federation’s 20th Anniversary celebrations. The DVD highlights our 20th Anniversary Conference, as well as interviews from tenants across Edinburgh. The DVD was on display during our week long Exhibition at the Scottish Parliament in March. We would like to apologise for the delay in groups receiving the DVD. This was due to circumstances beyond our control. 
Disability Benefits Briefing in South Central Edinburgh

Are you worried about what’s happening with the benefit changes? 
Do you get any of these benefits: Disability Living Allowance, Incapacity Benefit, Income Support on grounds of incapacity, or Severe Disablement Allowance? 
Then why not come along to the Grapevine Benefits Briefing event and find out about the welfare reforms and how the changes might affect you.

The event will take place on Wednesday 21st September in St Peter’s Church Hall, Lutton Place, Edinburgh from 11am-1.30pm. This event is for tenants living in the South Central area of Edinburgh including the following areas - Newington, The Pleasance, St Leonards, Dumbiedykes, Marchmont, Morningside, Blackford, Tollcross and Bruntsfield.
If you would like to know more information or to book a place, contact the Grapevine service on 475 2370 or email to grapevine@lothiancil.org.uk.
Neighbourhood Partnership ‘Meet the Funders’ Event

There will be a "Meet the Funders" event for voluntary groups in Edinburgh on Tuesday 20th September from 1pm-4pm in Faith Mission Conference Halls, 548 Gilmerton Road, Edinburgh.  The aim of the event is to increase the groups' awareness of funding opportunities covering a variety of themes, and other resources. It is an informal drop in session which is open to everyone. Further details will be available in due course. 
Tenants Voice

All groups will shortly be receiving a copy of the latest edition of Tenants Voice If you would like extra copies, please contact the Federation office on 475 2509 or email info@edinburghtenants.org.uk.

Office Closure

The office will be closed on Monday 19th September for the Autumn Holiday.

Diary Dates

Here are dates for upcoming events that may be of interest to you.  Please pass them onto other members of your organisation.
September 2011
5 September


Federation Meeting, Norton Park, 7pm

12 September

Executive Committee Meeting, Norton Park, 7pm

19 September

Public Holiday. Office closed
20 September

Neighbourhood Partnership ‘Meet the Funders’ Event,





Faith Mission Halls, 548 Gilmerton Road
26 September

High Flats Meeting, Birnies Court, 7pm

October 2011
8 October


Tenants Conference, Norton Park Conference Centre
10 October


Executive Committee Meeting, Norton Park, 7pm

Please use public transport where possible. If required assistance with transport and childcare are available on request.  Contact the Federation office on 0131 475 2509 for more information or to book a place.  Please share this information with other tenants and residents in your group. 
Don’t forget that Federation Matters, and other Federation publications, can be downloaded from our website at www.edinburghtenants.org.uk. That’s all for this month – do get in touch if you need any more information from us about anything mentioned here.  
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