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ETF Repairs meeting, Wednesday 5th October, Norton Park, 7pm-9pm

The next meeting of ETF Repairs Group will take place on Wednesday 5th October at 7pm in Norton Park.  The guest speaker is Mark Francis, Contact Centre Manager, Repairs Direct.  If you have any repairs issues in your area, please come along to the meeting. If you would like more information about the meeting or would like to be included on our Repairs Group mailing list, please contact the Federation office.
Tenants Voice: Call for Articles
We are always keen to include information about our member groups and their activities in Tenants Voice.  The deadline for material for the next issue is Monday 24th October, so if there’s anything you’d like to say, please speak up!  We’d like to see a wide range of news and views from you, our members.  Articles and letters for publication should be sent into the Federation office at Norton Park, 57 Albion Road, Edinburgh EH7 5QY, or can be emailed to info@edinburghtenants.org.uk.  Alternatively, give the Federation office a call on 0131 475 2509 if you’d like help to pull an article together. 
Looking for Grant Funding?
Edinburgh City Libraries has a great new online service for grant finding.  The web address is  http://www.open4community.info/edinburgh/Default.aspx.  It’s a one-stop funding shop that allows users to search through hundreds of Government, lottery, charitable trust and other funds available on a European, national, regional and local basis. Edinburgh4community provides information about funding for individuals, charities, community groups, social enterprises and voluntary organisations.  It's free to use from home, the office or the local library. 
Advance notice - ETF Quiz Night, Friday 11th November, Victoria Park Hotel
The date and venue for this year’s quiz night has been set.  We’ll be at the Victoria Park Hotel on Friday 11th November.  Put the date in your diary and start organising your teams.  Information on how to book a place will be sent out in the coming weeks.  This is always a popular night for our members and we look forward to watching the more competitive teams pitting their wits against each other.
Reporting Antisocial Behaviour

Nobody should have to put up with antisocial behaviour.  If you’re faced with noisy neighbours, or you’ve seen someone littering, drawing graffiti, or committing other acts of anti-social behaviour, you shouldn’t suffer in silence.  If you are a victim of antisocial behaviour, then there are a number of steps you can take.  You can phone the 24 hour Antisocial Behaviour line on 0131 529 7050 or you can complete the online form at

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/forms/form/24/report_antisocial_behaviour.
Cut your energy bills
When winter draws on and money’s tight, every saving we can make makes a difference. Edinburgh’s libraries now have over 100 energy meters available to take out on loan for up to a week.  These meters tell you how much electricity your appliances and lights use which can help you reduce your utility bills by making some small changes.  The meters can be reserved for free should they all be out on loan at your local library.
Resources are being made available at libraries across the city.  These include books on managing money and managing debt and also books to help you become more self sufficient such as how to grow vegetables and how to cook on a budget, and the best part is these are all available free of charge.
Alongside the traditional book and media lending, libraries can also offer free I.T. training taster sessions to help you get the most from the internet and other computer resources.
Scottish Social Housing Charter
The Scottish Social Housing Charter consultation period ends on 1st November.  The paper can be downloaded via the Scottish Government’s website http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing.  If you would like more information, please contact Anne Cook on 0131 244 0710 or email anne.cook@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Edinburgh Tenants Federation on Facebook

Edinburgh Tenants Federation has a page on Facebook and we would like to encourage as many people as possible to become a fan.  Either look us up on Facebook or click on the button from the front page of our website at www.edinburghtenants.org.uk.  Our Facebook page contains information about forthcoming events and activities and there are discussions boards where you can swap ideas with other users.  Feel free to take a look!
Diary Dates

Here are dates for upcoming events that may be of interest to you.  Please pass them onto other members of your organisation.
October 2011
5 October 


ETF Repairs meeting, Norton Park, 7pm

8 October
Tenants Conference, Norton Park Conference Centre,
                                      09.30am-2pm
10 October


Executive Committee Meeting, Norton Park, 7pm
November 2011
11 November

ETF Quiz Night, Victoria Park Hotel, 7pm
21 November

Executive Committee Meeting, Norton Park, 3 pm
28 November

Federation Meeting, Norton Park, 7pm
Please use public transport where possible.  If required assistance with transport and childcare are available on request.  Contact the Federation office on 0131 475 2509 for more information or to book a place.  Please share this information with other tenants and residents in your group. 
Don’t forget that Federation Matters, and other Federation publications, can be downloaded from our website at www.edinburghtenants.org.uk.  That’s all for this month – do get in touch if you need any more information from us about anything mentioned here.  
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