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January 2011



A very Happy New Year to you all from everyone at ETF. Please share this newsletter with others in your organisation who may be interested in our work. If you or anyone in your group would like to receive Federation Matters by email, along with other updates about our work and opportunities to get involved, please send an email to mary@edinburghtenants.org.uk and she’ll add your address to the list.
Postponed Events

We had to cancel a number of events before Christmas. This was as a result of the adverse weather conditions. We hope to reschedule the ETF Repairs meeting at a later date. 

Stair Cleaning: Your Comments Please

ETF is represented at a group overseeing the work of the companies that carry out the Council’s stair cleaning service, ISS and Tartan. We are keen to get feedback from tenants and residents that receive the service in order that we can present a customers’ view of the service. Please call Mark Henry on 475 2509 or email him at mark@edinburghtenants.org.uk with your feedback.

Reminder:  Tenants views on future rent levels needed
In 2007, the Council consulted tenants on how to fund housing improvements. This was a wide-ranging discussion on how best to meet the Scottish Quality Housing Standard (SHQS). This included setting the level of rent as rate of inflation plus 2.7%. This year, Council tenants were sent a leaflet, which included some brief rent questions. This is your opportunity to tell the Council what you think and ask members of your groups to do the same. This will enable the Council to understand how tenants think their rent money should be spent. You can write to the Council at: Rent First, Service Support Unit, C2 Waverley Court, 4 East Market Street, Edinburgh, EH8 8BG, or email them at RentFirst@edinburgh.gov.uk or call 0131 529 7746 if you would like to discuss this further.

ETF Parliamentary Reception
2010 was a particularly busy year for ETF with our 20th Anniversary Conference and Shindig attracting a great deal of positive publicity. Our celebrations will be continuing this year when our Exhibition will go to the Scottish Parliament for a parliamentary reception. Sarah Boyack, MSP is sponsoring the event. The Exhibition will run from 15th -17th March, where our DVD, ETF: Back to the Future, will feature. The Council will also be holding a civic reception for ETF on Monday 7th March in the Civic Chambers. More details about both of these events will be available in the coming weeks. 
Federation Meeting, Monday 31st January, Norton Park, 7pm
Michael Thain from the City Of Edinburgh Council will be attending the January Federation meeting to talk about the new work that the City of Edinburgh Council will be doing in 2011. This will be your chance to have a say about this. You’ll have the chance to hear about what ETF has done over the past six months. We will be discussing two Progress Reports at this meeting, as November’s Federation meeting was cancelled due to the weather. This is an ideal opportunity to meet other tenants and residents from across the city, so it would be great to see you there. Come along and find out more. Book a place on 0131 475 2509.
Block Walkabout Training Day, Thursday 20th January
There’s still time to sign up for the Block Walkabout Training day that’s taking place in South West Edinburgh on Thursday 20th January.  If you live in a multi-storey this is an event for you!  A group of tenants and staff from the Caretaking Service will be conducting block checks in order to show newer tenant reps what’s involved, and as a refresher course for those who already carry out checks in their own blocks on a regular basis. If you’d like more information, contact Mike McCrossan on 0131 529 7876 or Mark Henry at the Federation on 0131 475 2509.  
Training for tenants’ groups

The Federation will soon be organising training sessions for Tenants’ and Residents’ associations on a range of issues, including committee skills, finance and book keeping.  Courses can be designed to suit the particular needs of groups.  If you’d like to participate in a training session or want more information, contact the Federation office on 0131 475 2509 for a chat and we’ll see what we can do.
Diary Dates

Here are dates for upcoming events that may be of interest to you.  Please pass them onto other members of your organisation.

January 2011
10 January
Executive Committee, Norton Park, 6.30pm
13 January
Info and Pub meeting, Norton Park, 2pm
20 January
Block Walkabout Training Day, South West area
31 January
Federation meeting, Norton Park, 7pm

February 2011
10 February
Housing Association Tenants Sub Committee, Norton Park, 11am

14 February
Executive Committee, Norton Park, 7pm
21 February
High Rise Flats meeting, Birnies Court, 7pm
Transport and assistance with childcare are available for all meetings on request.  Contact the Federation office on 0131 475 2509 for more information or to book a place.  Please share this information with other tenants and residents in your group.  
Don’t forget that Federation Matters, and other Federation publications, can be downloaded from our website at www.edinburghtenants.org.uk. That’s all for this month – do get in touch if you need any more information from us about anything mentioned here.  
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