	[image: image1.jpg]



	

August 2011



Tenant Incentive Scheme
Council tenants living in homes that are too big for them are being offered up to £1,000 to move into smaller properties in Edinburgh. The Tenants Incentive Scheme is looking to free up properties with three or more bedrooms, where for example, couples have been left on their own after their children moved out. Betty Stevenson, Edinburgh Tenants Federation Convenor, said: "We hope this incentive will help people living in bigger homes move to more suitable ones, although people who have lived there for many years may not want to move which is easy to understand. Sometimes the thought of packing and moving could put people off, especially in today's current economic climate, but this assistance to move will come in useful. Also, smaller homes will save them money as they will be cheaper to heat."

Energy Assistance Packages

The Scottish Government’s Energy Assistance Package has recently changed some of its criteria to support a broader range of households. As a result more people can now access grants for making their homes more energy efficient as well as free impartial advice about reducing household fuel bills. A free training and information session is available for any groups who would benefit from knowing more about the Energy Assistance Package.  If you would like to know more, please contact Ruth Kennedy, Community Liaison Officer, Changeworks on 0131 539 8560 or email ruth.kennedy@se.energysavingscotland.org.uk
Scottish Social Housing Charter Consultation
The Scottish Social Housing Charter consultation is due to be launched on Monday 1st August via the Scottish Government’s website http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing  with hard copies being issued the following week. Hard copies will be sent to all Registered Tenant Organisations on the Scottish Government’s central database (which is based on the information provided from individual landlords from their Register of Tenant organisations). Hard copies will also be sent to all Regional Network committee members and to Housing Associations, Local Authorities and other interested stakeholders. The consultation will run for a three month period. If you would like more information, please contact Anne Cook on 0131 244 0710 or email 

anne.cook@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Membership Renewal

Thank you to all member groups and associate members that have renewed their membership. We are still accepting renewals. If you or your group has not renewed its membership by Friday 2nd September, then they will no longer be classified as a member. Please contact the Federation office on 475 2509 or email to info@edinburghtenants.org.uk  to renew your membership.

Advance Notice-Federation Meeting

The Federation’s next quarterly meeting will take place on Monday 5th September at 7pm in Norton Park Conference Suite. You’ll have the chance to hear about what ETF has done over the past three months, as we discuss our quarterly Progress Report. This is an ideal opportunity to meet other tenants and residents from across the city, so it would be great to see you there. Information will be sent out in the coming weeks. Book a place on 0131 475 2509.
Edinburgh Tenants Federation on Facebook

Edinburgh Tenants Federation has a page on Facebook and we would like to encourage as many people as possible to become a fan. We have links with a number of organisations including Shakhti Women’s Aid, Edinburgh’s Active Citizenship Group, Tenants Information Service (TIS) and Positive Action in Housing. Our Facebook page contains information about forthcoming events and activities and there are discussion boards where you can swap ideas with other users. Feel free to take a look!
Advance Notice-Tenants Conference

Last August, the Federation and the Council held a Tenants Conference in Waverley Court. This Conference allowed tenants to contribute to discussions on improving housing and housing services in Edinburgh. It is hoped that this year’s Tenants’ Conference will be held in October at Norton Park. More information will be sent to tenants in the coming weeks. 
Diary Dates

Here are dates for upcoming events that may be of interest to you.  Please pass them onto other members of your organisation.
August 2011
8 August 


Executive Committee Meeting, Norton Park, 7pm
September 2011

5 September

Federation Meeting, Norton Park, 7pm

12 September

Executive Committee Meeting, Norton Park, 7pm

19 September

Public Holiday. Office closed
26 September

High Flats Meeting, Birnies Court, 7pm

Assistance with transport and childcare are available for all meetings on request.  Contact the Federation office on 0131 475 2509 for more information or to book a place.  Please share this information with other tenants and residents in your group. 

Don’t forget that Federation Matters, and other Federation publications, can be downloaded from our website at www.edinburghtenants.org.uk. That’s all for this month – do get in touch if you need any more information from us about anything mentioned here.  
Edinburgh Tenants Federation Norton Park 57 Albion Road Edinburgh EH7 5QY
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