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April 2011



Thank you
Thank you to everyone who attended our Civic Reception on 7th March in the Council Chambers and our Parliamentary Reception on 15th March at the Scottish Parliament. Both events were highly successful and it was great to see so many of our members there. Thank you to everyone who made these two events possible. 
Review of City of Edinburgh Council Tenant Participation Strategy
The Council is currently reviewing its Tenant Participation Strategy. ETF, Registered Tenant Organisations (RTOs) and individually registered tenants are being asked for feedback on how well the Council is involving tenants in decision-making processes. Tenants groups as well as individual tenants should have already received a survey from the Council. The survey asks for views on the way tenants can get involved with the Council. You should also have been invited to attend a discussion group to have a chat about tenant participation, what works well and what can be improved. Please complete the survey or get involved in the discussion groups, as these will help to improve tenant participation and housing services. If you would like to know any more information about the Council’s review of the Tenant Participation Strategy, please contact Sam Reeves at the Council on 0131 529 7805 or sam.reeves@edinburgh.gov.uk or Clare MacGillivray at ETF on 0131 475 2509 or by email at clare@edinburghtenants.org.uk . 

ETF Repairs Group meeting, 6th April, Norton Park, 7pm
Our previous meeting, which was scheduled to take place in February had to be postponed due to a combination of poor weather and lack of members attending. We need support if the group is to be successful. The next meeting is scheduled to take place on Wednesday 6th April at 7pm in Norton Park. There will not be a guest speaker at this meeting. Instead this will be an opportunity to discuss future plans for the group, so please come along and let your voice be heard. You will also have the opportunity to discuss any local repairs issues in your area. 
Housing Association Tenants Sub Committee, 14th April, Norton Park, 11am
The Housing Association Tenants Sub Committee meeting which takes place on Thursday 14th April is open to any Housing Association tenant living in Edinburgh. At the last meeting in February, a representative from Changeworks spoke to the group about working with Registered Social Landlord tenants (RSL). Representatives from the group have also sent letters to all RSLs in the Edinburgh area asking how they have involved tenants in rent setting. The meetings are informal and we’d welcome anyone interested in meeting other Housing Association tenants. Come along to find out more. 
Federation meeting, 27th April, Norton Park Conference Centre, 7pm
The Federation’s quarterly meeting allows members to find out what ETF has been up to. Come along and hear about what ETF has done over the past three months, and to meet other tenants and residents from across the city. Refreshments will be available following the meeting. More information will be made available in the coming weeks. Book by 20th April on 0131 475 2509. 
Survey returns. Deadline, 15th April 

Please remember to fill in your membership survey form and return it to the ETF office by 15th April to be in with a chance of winning a £25 shopping voucher. It’s really important that we gather as many as possible, to help us report what you think of ETF to the Council and formulate our work plan for the coming year. So don’t delay, do it today!

Programme of Information Sessions

Thank you to everyone who returned the questionnaire asking about potential training and information topics you would like. We can now confirm that the following sessions will be available:
· Committee skills on Tuesday 3rd May, 6.30pm-8.45pm at Norton Park

· Understanding tenant participation on Wednesday 18th May, 1.00pm-3.15pm at Norton Park
· Balancing the books on Saturday 28th May, 10.00am-3.00pm at Norton Park
· What our rents pay for on Thursday 9th June, 1.00pm-3.15pm at Dunedin Canmore offices, New Mart Road

· How to apply for grants on Tuesday 21st June, 5.45pm – 8.00pm at Waverley Court, East Market Street. 

Further details on each of these courses is included in your mailing. If you would like to know more information, please contact the Federation office. 

Diary Dates

Here are dates for upcoming events that may be of interest to you.  Please pass them onto other members of your organisation.

April 2011
6 April


Repairs Group Meeting, Norton Park, 7pm

11 April

Executive Committee Meeting, Norton Park, 7pm
14 April

Housing Association Tenants Sub Committee, Norton Park, 11am

18 April

Public Holiday, office closed

22 April

Public Holiday, office closed

25 April

Public Holiday, office closed

27 April

Federation Meeting, Norton Park, 7pm

29 April

Public Holiday, office closed

May 2011

2 May

Public Holiday, office closed

3 May


Information session: Committee skills, Norton Park, 6.30pm-8.45pm

9 May


Executive Committee Meeting, Norton Park, 7pm
18 May
Information session: Understanding tenant participation, Norton Park, 1pm-3.15pm
23 May
Public Holiday, office closed
28 May

Information session: Balancing the Books, Norton Park, 10am – 3pm
Transport and assistance with childcare are available for all meetings on request.  Contact the Federation office on 0131 475 2509 for more information or to book a place.  Please share this information with other tenants and residents in your group. 
Don’t forget that Federation Matters, and other Federation publications, can be downloaded from our website at www.edinburghtenants.org.uk. That’s all for this month – do get in touch if you need any more information from us about anything mentioned here.  
Edinburgh Tenants Federation Norton Park 57 Albion Road Edinburgh EH7 5QY
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