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Welcome to this month’s newssheet of what’s going on in and around Edinburgh Tenants Federation.  Please share this newsletter with others in your organisation who may be interested. If you or anyone else in your group would like to receive Federation Matters by email, along with other updates about our work and opportunities to get involved, please send an email to mary@edinburghtenants.org.uk and she’ll add your address to the list.

Welcome to Mark and Nicole
Our new members of staff, Mark Henry and Nicole Orkisz have been in post for a number of weeks now and both have been busy meeting up with tenants across Edinburgh. Mark has taken Nikki’s place as the Federation’s Development Worker and Nicole has been helping in the preparations for the 20th Anniversary celebrations. Both Mark and Nicole are very keen to get to know everyone involved with the Federation, so do get in touch with them both to say hello, either by calling the office or by emailing them at mark@edinburghtenants.org.uk nicole@edinburghtenants.org.uk. 
20th Anniversary Planning Meeting, 10th May, Norton Park, 4pm
The Planning Group continues to make progress in its preparations for the Federation’s 20th Anniversary celebrations, which take place this year. The Federation’s 20th Anniversary Conference will be taking place on Saturday 2nd October at Napier University and a celebration event, Tenants Got Talent will take place on Saturday 30th October at St Brides Centre. This promises to be a very exciting time for the Federation, so it would be good to see as many tenants as possible there. 
More information about each of the events will be available soon. In the meantime, please contact the Federation Office to find out more.
Update on Federation’s Repairs Group

After a recent discussion, it was agreed that the Federation’s Repairs Group would be taking a short break for the time being. At the moment, the Federation is looking to link the work of the Repairs Group with the various Federation and Council Working Groups. In many ways the work of the groups overlap and there are opportunities to make connections. Watch this space for further details.  
ETF Annual General Meeting and Social, Friday 18th June, 7pm, Edinburgh Capital Hotel
This year’s Annual General Meeting will take place on Friday 18th June at the Edinburgh Capital Hotel, Clermiston Road. This is an important meeting for the Federation as it’s when you – our members – set the agenda for our future work, elect your Executive Committee and receive reports on how this year’s Committee has worked on your behalf.

All members and their friends and partners are warmly invited to attend.  A formal notice and booking form will be sent out shortly but for now please put the date into your diary.

High Flats Group, 24th May, 7pm, Birnies Court 
This is our regular meeting for anyone living in the multi-storeys and it would be great to see as many tenants as possible there. At this meeting, there will be an update from a local Community Police Officer and an Environmental Warden. Come along and tell us what is happening in your respective area.
BEEM Regional Network AGM and members’ meeting – 29th May, 11am, Hilton Grosvenor Hotel
The AGM and members’ meeting for the regional network of Registered Tenants Organisations in the Borders, East Lothian, Edinburgh and Midlothian takes place on Saturday 29th May.  The meeting will give representatives the chance to meet the regional committee and learn about what they have been involved in this year, meet other representatives from across the region and discuss topics of interest.

All Registered Tenants Organisations should already have received invitations and booking form – if your group has not received one please contact either Jim Maryniak on 0131 665 4454 or Kath Beaton on 01750 23212.
Membership Renewal

It’s that time of year again where we ask all our members to renew their membership of the Federation.  Renewal forms will be sent out to all groups and associate members shortly.  All member organisations wishing to vote at the AGM must have renewed their membership before 18th June 2010. 
Edinburgh Tenants Federation on Facebook

The Edinburgh Tenants Federation has a page on Facebook and we would like to encourage as many people as possible to become a fan. Either look us up on Facebook or click on the button from the front page of our website at www.edinburghtenants.org.uk Our Facebook page contains information about forthcoming events and activities and there are discussions boards where you can swap ideas with other users. Feel free to take a look!
Diary Dates

Here are dates for upcoming events/dates that may be of interest to you.  Please pass them onto other members of your organisation.

May 2010
10 May
20th Anniversary Planning Meeting (4pm, Norton Park)
10 May
Executive Committee
17 May
PUBLIC HOLIDAY – Office closed

24 May
High Flats meeting (7pm, Birnies Court)
June 2010
14 June
20th Anniversary Planning Meeting (4pm, Norton Park)
14 June

Executive Committee 

18 June

Federation’s Annual General Meeting (7pm, Edinburgh Capital Hotel)
24 June

Housing Association Tenants Sub Committee (11am, Norton Park)
Transport and childcare for all meetings are available on request.  Contact the Federation office on 0131 475 2509 for more information or to book a place.

Don’t forget that Federation Matters, and other Federation publications, can be downloaded from our website at www.edinburghtenants.org.uk.  You can also join us on Facebook to receive updates and have your say on a day-to-day basis.  If you’re on Facebook search for ‘Edinburgh Tenants Federation’ to find our page. That’s all for this month – do get in touch if you need any more information from us about anything mentioned here.  
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