	[image: image1.jpg]



	

June 2010



Welcome to this month’s newssheet of what’s going on in and around Edinburgh Tenants Federation. Please share this newsletter with others in your organisation who may be interested. If you or anyone in your group would like to receive Federation Matters by email, along with other updates about our work and opportunities to get involved, please send an email to mary@edinburghtenants.org.uk and she’ll add your address to the list. 
Farewell to Justine
Our Outreach Worker Justine Bradd will be going on maternity leave at the end of June. She will be greatly missed in and around the office and attending the various Federation meetings. You will have the opportunity to say goodbye to Justine at the Federation’s AGM on Friday 18th June. We hope to have a temporary replacement for Justine in place by the end of August. In the meantime, if you have any queries regarding future support for your group, please contact the Federation office. 
Block Walkabout Training Day, 17th June, North Edinburgh
The next Block Walkabout Training Day will take place on Thursday 17th June. Organised jointly by the Council and Edinburgh Tenants Federation, these days are for tenants and residents living in the high rises to come together to learn how to conduct a block check and to put this into practice. The days are informal and provide plenty of opportunities to swap experiences with each other. Lunch and transport is provided. Advance booking is essential and forms have been sent to all high rise groups. The meeting place is Fort Community Centre, Fort Primary School, North Fort Street at 09.30am until 4pm. For more information, contact Mike McCrossan on 0131 529 7876 or Mark Henry on 475 2509. 
HATS Sub-committee, 24th June, Norton Park, 11am

The Housing Association Tenants Sub Committee meeting which takes place on Thursday 24th June is open to any Housing Association tenant living in Edinburgh. At the last meeting, the group’s action plan was reviewed and a number of priorities for the coming year were discussed. The meetings are informal and we’d welcome anyone interested in meeting other Housing Association tenants. Come along to find out more.

Tenant Led Inspections
As a result of the Tenant Led Inspection open meeting, which was held last month in the Melting Pot, we now have 13 people that are interested in becoming a Tenant Led Inspector. We are in the process of looking at possible ideas for the next inspection which will be taking place later in the year. A discussion will be taking place on Wednesday 9th June at 2pm in Slateford Green Community Centre and you can still be a part of it. 

If you wish to find out more information, please contact the Federation office.
	Membership Renewal 
Please remember that all member groups need to renew their membership for the coming year before 18th June in order to be able to vote at the AGM. We will not have time to process your membership and issue a voting card on the day of the meeting. 
Renewing your membership is easy: simply return the form your group was sent, call the Federation office on 0131 475 2509, or email info@edinburghtenants.org.uk to renew your membership for another year. 


ETF Annual General Meeting and social – Friday 18th June, 7pm, Edinburgh Capital Hotel

The Federation’s Annual General Meeting takes place on Friday 18th June at the Edinburgh Capital Hotel, Clermiston Road.  This is an important meeting for the Federation as it’s when you – our members – set the agenda for our future work, elect your Executive Committee and receive reports on how this year’s Committee has worked on your behalf.

Please make every effort to ensure that at least one member of your group attends this meeting.  Confirm your group’s attendance by calling the Federation office on 475 2509.
Come to the AGM, stay on afterwards for a drink and a bite to eat.  We’re laying on a social to give you a chance to catch up with friends and colleagues, and to dance the night away. Members should have received invitations to this – please let us know how many people from your group will be coming no later than 11th June so that we can confirm numbers for catering.
Join the Executive!

Elections for the Federation’s Executive Committee take place at the ETF AGM on 18th June, and we’re looking for new members to help share the workload.  Being on the Executive involves attending one meeting a month to oversee the running of the organisation and to make decisions on behalf of the Federation in between Federation Meetings.  Executive Committee members often carry out other tasks representing the Federation, but this is not essential – we appreciate that tenant reps are busy people who give their time voluntarily!  If you’re interested in coming on board, why not call the Federation office on 475 2509 for an informal chat?

Diary Dates

Here are dates for upcoming events that may be of interest to you.  Please pass them onto other members of your organisation.

June 2010
14 June
20th Anniversary Planning Meeting, Norton Park, 4pm

14 June
Executive Committee

17 June
Block Walkabout Training Day, 09.30am-4pm
18 June
Federation’s Annual General Meeting (7pm, Edinburgh Capital Hotel)
24 June
Housing Association Tenants Sub Committee (11am, Norton Park) 
July 2010 
12 July
20th Anniversary Planning meeting, Norton Park, 4pm

12 July
Executive Committee

Transport and childcare for all meetings are available on request.  Contact the Federation office on 0131 475 2509 for more information or to book a place.
Don’t forget that Federation Matters, and other Federation publications, can be downloaded from our website at www.edinburghtenants.org.uk . You can also join us on Facebook to receive updates and have your say on a day to day basis. If you’re on Facebook search for ‘Edinburgh Tenants Federation’ to find our page. That’s all for this month- do get in touch if you need any more information from us about anything mentioned here. 
Edinburgh Tenants Federation Norton Park 57 Albion Road Edinburgh EH7 5QY
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