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February 2010



Welcome to this month’s summary of news, events and activities you and your members may be interested in.  Thank you to all who came to our Burns Supper and made it such an enjoyable evening.

20th Anniversary Planning Group, 8th February, Norton Park, 4pm
The Federation celebrates its 20th anniversary this year, and a planning group was established at November’s Federation Meeting to organise events and activities to mark this milestone in our development.

The first meeting of the new planning group went through the ideas and suggestions made at October’s Federation Meeting, and decided that there should be a conference at the beginning of October 2010 and a party at the end of the month.  We will tell you more about both of those as our plans become further developed.  We are also planning on organising a gardening competition, a special edition of Tenants Voice, a DVD, and other events and activities to mark our 20th anniversary year.  Please come along and help us plan what will be a very busy year for everyone involved with the Federation.

HATS Sub-committee, 11th February, Norton Park, 11am

The Housing Association Tenants Sub Committee is open to any Housing Association tenant living in Edinburgh. The HATS group has been finding out about tenant participation with different landlords. This is the rearranged meeting from last month, and will focus on how Port of Leith HA involves tenants. The group has also been investigating how service charges differ. HATS meetings are informal and we’d welcome anyone interested in meeting other Housing Association tenants. Come along to find out more.
High Flats Group, 15th February, Birnies Court, 7pm
This is our regular meeting for anyone living in the multi-storeys, and will be an opportunity to catch up on all the work the group has been doing over recent months.  We’ll also be receiving an update on developments in the caretaking service from Mike McCrossan.  Come along and tell us what’s happening in your block.

Focus Group with the Scottish Housing Regulator, 9th March

	


	The Scottish Housing Regulator wants to find out tenants’ opinions on how well the City of Edinburgh Council is performing as a landlord. 



	As part of the Inspection, tenant assessors (tenants from other landlords) want to speak to City of Edinburgh Council tenants to find out your views about the Council’s housing service.

This will take place in a focus group on Tuesday 9th March 2010 from 1.30pm to 3.30pm (venue to be confirmed). If you would like to attend, please contact Kevin Hewie at the City of Edinburgh Council, either by emailing kevin.hewie@edinburgh.gov.uk or calling 0131 529 7746. 


Learn about the new Housing Bill, and have your say
The Scottish Government has launched a new Housing Bill.  The Government hopes the Bill will help to improve value for money, safeguard social housing for future generations and improve conditions for people in private housing.
A consultation is currently ongoing and written submissions about the content of the Bill should be sent to the Scottish Government by Thursday 4th March.

Come along and hear about the proposals in the Bill and have your say on how the Bill will affect your community.  Sessions are supported by the Scottish Government and are jointly run by the Tenant Participation Advisory Service Scotland and the Tenants Information Service.
The first session takes place in Perth on 23rd February (contact TIS on 0800 731 3772) and the second in Glasgow on 25th February (contact TPAS on 0800 269 645).  Sessions will run from 10.30am to 3pm and lunch is provided.

Diary Dates

Here are dates for upcoming events that may be of interest to you.  Please pass them onto other members of your organisation.

February 2010
8 February
20th Anniversary planning group, Norton Park, 4pm

8 February
Executive Committee

11 February
HATS sub-group, Norton Park, 11am

15 February
High Flats Group, Birnies Court, 7pm – ALL WELCOME

23 February
Seminar on the new Housing Bill, Perth.  Contact TIS on 0800 731 3772 or email jmiller@tis.org.uk
25 February
Seminar on the new Housing Bill, Glasgow.  Contact TPAS on 0800 269645 or email elaine.scoular@tpasscotland@org.uk
March 2010 

8 March
Executive Committee

9 March
Scottish Housing Regulator’s Focus group on the City of Edinburgh Council, 1.30 – 3.30pm, contact Kevin Hewie on 0131 529 7746 for more details or to book your place. 

Transport and childcare for all meetings are available on request.  Contact the Federation office on 0131 475 2509 for more information or to book a place.

Annual Surveys

As mentioned last month, we’ll be sending these out shortly.  We want to know what you think of the work we’ve done and the services we’ve provided over the past year.  If you receive a copy, please take a few minutes to fill it in and send it back to us.

Don’t forget that Federation Matters, and other Federation publications, can be downloaded from our website at www.edinburghtenants.org.uk.

That’s all for this month – do get in touch if you need any more information from us about anything mentioned here.  
Edinburgh Tenants Federation Norton Park 57 Albion Road Edinburgh EH7 5QY

0131 475 2509 info@edinburghtenants.org.uk (www.edinburghtenants.org.uk

