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April 2010



Welcome to this month’s information of what’s going on in and around Edinburgh Tenants Federation.  If you or anyone else in your group would like to receive Federation Matters by email, along with other updates about our work and opportunities to get involved, please send an email to mary@edinburghtenants.org.uk and she’ll add your address to the list.

Survey Returns Deadline, 9th April 2010

Please remember to fill in your membership survey form and return it to the ETF office by 9th April. It’s really important that we gather as many as possible, to help us report what you think of ETF to the Council and formulate our work plan for the coming year. So don’t delay, do it today!
20th Anniversary Planning Meeting, 12th April, Norton Park, 4pm
The Federation celebrates its 20th Anniversary this year, and the planning group has grand ideas to help celebrate including a:

· Gardening competition open to all tenants groups

· DVD Project

· Conference and exhibition celebrating the work of tenants groups and ETF in October
· Party open to all, late in October.

More information about how you can get involved will be out soon. In the meantime, please contact the Fed Office to find out more.

Federation Meeting, 26th April, St Brides Centre, Orwell Terrace, 7pm

The Federation’s quarterly members meeting will focus on proposals by City of Edinburgh Council to develop new build properties for ‘mid market rent’ (i.e. rent that is higher than Council rents but less than private rents). Come along to find out what the initial ideas are. You’ll also have the chance to hear about what ETF has done over the past three months, and to meet other tenants and residents from across the city. Refreshments available. Come along and find out more. Book by 22nd April on 0131 475 2509.
HATS Sub-committee, 28th April, Norton Park, 11am

The Housing Association Tenants Sub Committee is open to any Housing Association tenant living in Edinburgh. HATS meetings are informal and we’d welcome anyone interested in meeting other Housing Association tenants. At the last meeting we reviewed the work done in the last year and at this meeting will be setting out our new work plan.
Tenant Led Inspections Public Meeting, 4th May, The Melting Pot, 5 Rose Street, 7pm

The Tenant Led Inspections Team is holding a public meeting to share their experiences of inspecting the City of Edinburgh Council and Dunedin Canmore Housing Association. This event is open to everyone, and we’ll also be looking for volunteers and ideas for the next round of inspections. Tenant Inspectors will be on hand to explain how it all works, and there will be a buffet supper. So, if you want to know what happens when tenants inspect a service or if you think your landlord should be inspected, please come along and find out more. Contact the ETF office on 0131 475 2509 by Thursday 29th April 2010  to book a place.
South Edinburgh Meet the Funders Event, 6th May, drop in from 1pm till 4pm, Faith Mission, 548 Gilmerton Road, Edinburgh

Come and meet funders from a range of exhibitors. For more information please contact Margaret Campbell on 0131 529 7182 or Maureen Thompson 0131 469 3595

Time of change at ETF 

This month sees some significant staff changes at the ETF Office. Our Development Worker, Nikki Thomson who has been with the Fed for eight years has left to take up an exciting secondment opportunity with City of Edinburgh Council. Nikki has been instrumental in supporting the tenants’ movement in Edinburgh. We’ll certainly miss her valuable contributions and wish her all the best in her new post.

Taking Nikki’s place for a year from 12th April is Mark Henry. Mark is an experienced development worker, having spent the last three years supporting Perth and Kinross Tenants Federation. 

And we have another new face in Nicole Orkisz, a student on six month placement from Napier University Business School. Nicole will be leading on the 20th Anniversary celebrations and will soon be contacting every tenants group to hear your success stories for our grand exhibition in October, so please invite her along to your group to say hello.

Mark can be contacted at mark@edinburghtenants.org.uk  and Nicole at nicole@edinburghtenants.org.uk ~ why not drop them a line to welcome them to ETF?

Diary Dates

Here are dates for upcoming events/dates that may be of interest to you.  Please pass them onto other members of your organisation.

April 2010 

02 April
PUBLIC HOLIDAY – Office closed
05 April 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY – Office closed

12 April
20th Anniversary Planning Meeting (4pm, Norton Park)

                            Executive Committee 
19 April 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY – Office closed

26 April
Federation Meeting (7pm, St Brides Centre)
May 2010

03 May

PUBLIC HOLIDAY – Office closed

05 May

Tenant Led Inspections Public Meeting (7pm, Melting Pot)
06 May

Meet the Funders Event

10 May 

Executive Committee 

17 May 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY – Office closed
Transport and childcare for all meetings are available on request.  Contact the Federation office on 0131 475 2509 for more information or to book a place.

Don’t forget that Federation Matters, and other Federation publications, can be downloaded from our website at www.edinburghtenants.org.uk.  You can also join us on Facebook to receive updates and have your say on a day-to-day basis.  If you’re on Facebook search for ‘Edinburgh Tenants Federation’ to find our page.
That’s all for this month – do get in touch if you need any more information from us about anything mentioned here.  
Edinburgh Tenants Federation Norton Park 57 Albion Road Edinburgh EH7 5QY
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