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September 2010



Welcome to this month’s newssheet of what’s going on in and around Edinburgh Tenants Federation. Please share this newsletter with others in your organisation who may be interested. If you or anyone in your group would like to receive Federation Matters by email, along with other updates about our work and opportunities to get involved, please send an email to mary@edinburghtenants.org.uk and she’ll add your address to the list. 
Welcome to Miriam
We are delighted to welcome Miriam Hodgson as our temporary Outreach Worker, who will be covering for Justine whilst she is on maternity leave. Miriam has worked in community engagement for over five years and recently gained a Post Graduate Degree in Community Education. She has an arts background and in her spare time enjoys painting, baking and making clothes. Miriam is very keen to get to know everyone involved with the Federation, so get in touch with her to say hello, either by calling the office or by emailing her at miriam@edinburghtenants.org.uk  
ETF 20th Anniversary Celebrations

Everyone should now have received information about our 20th Anniversary Conference, which will take place on Saturday 2nd October at Edinburgh Napier University, Craiglockhart Campus, 9.30am -4.00pm. Our morning workshops will look at examples of good practice within Edinburgh Tenants Federation and topics will include ‘Getting your Message Across’, ‘Negotiating your Way to Success’, ‘Organising a Campaign’, ‘Getting Tenant Participation Right’, and ‘Influencing Services for Tenants: Mental Health’. Our afternoon workshops will look to the future of housing and will include workshops such as ‘The Scottish Social Housing Charter’, ‘Partnership Working,’ ‘The Future of Housing’, ‘Influencing Local Decision Making’, and ‘Involving Tenants the E-asy way’. Please return your booking form to the Federation office no later than Friday 24th September. If you have not received a booking form, please contact the office and we will ensure you receive the relevant information. 
Our ‘Shindig’ will take place on Saturday 30th October at St Brides Centre, Orwell Terrace from 7pm till late. As part of our celebrations, individuals will have the opportunity to showcase their talents in 5 minute slots. Talents can include storytelling, singing and dancing. If you are interested in taking part, please return your booking form to the office no later than Friday 1st October. If you have not received a booking form, please contact the office and we will ensure you receive the relevant information.
The next meeting of the 20th Anniversary Planning Group will take place on Thursday 2nd September at 2pm in Norton Park, where the group will be finalising plans for both the Conference and the Shindig. 
Scottish Housing Regulator Report 
The Scottish Housing Regulator recently completed an inspection of the City of Edinburgh Council. The Council received an A Grade for Housing Management and a B Grade for Asset Management and Repairs. Members of ETF were involved in a focus group which met during the Inspection. The Council will shortly be producing an action plan as a result of the Inspection, which ETF will be consulted on. If you would like a copy of the report or would like more information, please contact either the Federation office on 0131 475 2509. 

Federation Meeting, 29th September, 7pm. Venue to be confirmed
The Federation’s quarterly meeting will take place on Wednesday 29th September at 7pm in. The focus on the meeting will be the outcome from the City of Edinburgh Council/Edinburgh Tenants Federation Conference, which took place on 28th August. There will also be a discussion of the Scottish Government’s consultation paper, ‘Housing: Fresh Thinking, New Ideas’ and you’ll have the chance to hear about what ETF has done over the past three months, as we discuss our quarterly Progress Report. This is an ideal opportunity to meet other tenants and residents from across the city, so it would be great to see you there. Come along and find out more. Book a place on 0131 475 2509. 
Edinburgh Tenants Federation Mental Health Awareness Update
The work of ETF’s Mental Health Awareness Group continues to go from strength to strength, with the group being nominated for an Association of Public Service Excellence award, which will take place in Derry on 9th September. ETF continue to work tirelessly to ensure that front line Council staff have received the appropriate training. Four lives have been saved since February where council officers recognised that people needed support and managed to get them the help they've needed. The approach ETF took has been recognised by the Cabinet Office as a Customer Service Excellence Good Practice Case Study and by City of Edinburgh Council’s Health and Social Care Committee as ‘groundbreaking’. But what is more important is that our work has made real changes to the lives of vulnerable tenants and was led by tenants. 
Office Closure
The office will be closed on Monday 20th September for the Autumn Holiday.

Diary Dates
Here are dates for upcoming events that may be of interest to you. Transport and childcare for all meetings are available on request.  Contact the Federation office on 0131 475 2509 for more information or to book a place.
September 2010
2 September
20th Anniversary Planning Group, Norton Park, 2pm
8 September

Tenant Led Inspection Training, Moredun Community Centre, 10am
13 September
Executive Committee, Norton Park, 7pm

15 September
Tenant Led Inspection Training, Norton Park, 10am

20 September
PUBLIC HOLIDAY-OFFICE CLOSED

29 September
Federation Meeting, 7pm. Venue to be confirmed
October 2010

2 October
20th Anniversary Conference and Exhibition, Napier University, Craiglockhart Campus, 9.30am -4.00pm

11 October
Executive Committee, Norton Park, 7pm
28 October
ETF Coffee Morning, Norton Park, 
30 October
The Shindig, St Brides Centre, Orwell Terrace, 7pm till late
Don’t forget that Federation Matters, and other Federation publications, can be downloaded from our website at www.edinburghtenants.org.uk. You can also join us on Facebook to receive updates. That’s all for this month- do get in touch if you need any more information from us about anything mentioned here. 
Edinburgh Tenants Federation Norton Park 57 Albion Road Edinburgh EH7 5QY
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