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Welcome to this month’s newssheet of what’s going on in and around Edinburgh Tenants Federation. Please share this newsletter with others in your organisation who may be interested. If you or anyone in your group would like to receive Federation Matters by email, along with other updates about our work and opportunities to get involved, please send an email to mary@edinburghtenants.org.uk and she’ll add your address to the list. 
Shindig
This is your last opportunity for you and members of your group to book a place at ‘the Shindig’, which will take place on Saturday 30th October at St Brides Centre, Orwell Terrace, Edinburgh, 7pm till late. There will be entertainment, disco, a buffet supper and we’re also looking for your talents to help the party go with a swing. This is an opportunity for you to be on stage and have some fun. Just tell us your talent and we’ll contact you to slot you in. Slots will be around 5 minutes long. If you require any further information, or would like a booking form, please contact the Federation office on 0131 475 2509. 
Joint ETF/Council Conference on Scottish Social Housing Charter, Saturday 6th November, 10am-3.45pm, City Chambers
Plans are in the early stages for a Conference about the forthcoming Scottish Social Housing Charter. This will take place on Saturday 6th November in the City Chambers. The Scottish Government is developing a Scottish Social Housing Charter (the Charter) and needs the help of tenants to get it right. At the moment, the Charter is a blank sheet of paper and the outcomes in the Charter need to be aspects that tenants, homeless people and other service users want. The first Charter is likely to come into effect in April 2012.  There will be lots of opportunities between now and then to give us your views. ETF will write out with more information nearer the time. 
Update from Tenant Led Inspections
Progress continues to be made with the Tenant Led Inspections planning. The new Tenant Led Inspectors have recently completed a training programme in preparation for the next inspection, which will look at the Kitchen and Bathroom programme of Dunedin Canmore Housing Association and the Council. There will be a further meeting taking place on Tuesday 12th October in Norton Park at 6.00pm, where staff representatives from ETF, Dunedin Canmore and the Council will be on hand to start planning the inspection process. If you wish to find out more information, please contact Mark at the Federation office. 
Update on ETF Repairs Group
We are pleased to report that ETF’s Repairs Group will now be holding regular meetings throughout the year. Our last meeting took place on 1st September, with Jim Davidson, Housing Property Services, Edinburgh Council giving an update on the Kitchen and Bathroom programme. The group also agreed it’s priorities for the coming year and there was an update from members on their repairs issues. The next meeting is scheduled to take place in late November/early December. If you have any repairs issues in your area, or would like to discuss any issues arising from the meeting, please contact Mark at the Federation office. You can also be included on our mailing list to ensure you receive all the information about future ETF Repairs meetings. 
Update on ETF Mental Health Awareness Group

ETF were nominated for another award along with the Council for the Mental Health Awareness Group – the APSE (Association for Public Service Excellence) Award. The award ceremony took place in Derry on 9th September. ETF had previously won the nationally acclaimed Frances Nelson Award in June. Although ETF did not win on this particular occasion, volunteers continue to work alongside the Council to improve services for tenants in high rise flats with mental health difficulties.
Upgrading the Federation’s website

The Federation are currently looking at options to upgrade our website. Early discussions have been held with three different website designers who could work with ETF to develop the website. This is at the very early stages with further discussions set to take place in the near future. The Federation’s Info and Pub group will be fully involved in this process should it go beyond early discussions. If you’re interested in getting involved with this please contact the Federation office.  Watch this space for further details.
Edinburgh Tenants Federation on Facebook

The Edinburgh Tenants Federation has a page on Facebook and we would like to encourage as many people as possible to become a fan. Either look us up on Facebook or click on the button from the front page of our website at www.edinburghtenants.org.uk Our Facebook page contains information about forthcoming events and activities and there are discussions boards where you can swap ideas with other users. Feel free to take a look!
Diary Dates
Here are dates for upcoming events that may be of interest to you. Transport and childcare for all meetings are available on request.  Contact the Federation office on 0131 475 2509 for more information or to book a place.
October 2010
11 October

Executive Committee, Norton Park, 7pm

28 October
ETF Coffee Morning, Norton Park, 

30 October
The Shindig, St Brides Centre, Orwell Terrace, 7pm till late
November 2010
6 November
Joint ETF/CEC Conference on Scottish Social Housing Charter, City Chambers, 10am-3.45pm
8 November
Executive Committee, Norton Park, 7pm

18 November
Housing Association Tenants Sub Committee meeting, Norton Park, 11am

22 November
High Rise Flats meeting, Birnies Court, 7pm
29 November
Federation meeting, venue to be confirmed, 7pm
Don’t forget that Federation Matters, and other Federation publications, can be downloaded from our website at www.edinburghtenants.org.uk. You can also join us on Facebook to receive updates. That’s all for this month- do get in touch if you need any more information from us about anything mentioned here. 
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