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August 2010



Welcome to this month’s newssheet of what’s going on in and around Edinburgh Tenants Federation. Please share this newsletter with others in your organisation who may be interested. If you or anyone in your group would like to receive Federation Matters by email, along with other updates about our work and opportunities to get involved, please send an email to mary@edinburghtenants.org.uk and she’ll add your address to the list. 
Improving Services, Improving Homes, Saturday 28th August, 10am -3pm, Waverley Court
The Federation and the Council will be holding the Tenants Conference on Saturday 28th August in Waverley Court. This is an important event, where you will be able to contribute to discussions on improving housing and housing services in Edinburgh. There will be a number of discussion groups, including ‘How do you think your rent money should be spent?’, ‘Letting homes’, ‘New Homes for Edinburgh’ and ‘Ways to Have Your Say’. There will be an opportunity to visit stalls with information about Edindex, Repairs, Antisocial Behaviour, Energy Efficiency and Edinburgh Tenants Federation. 
More information will be sent to tenants, week commencing Monday 2nd August. In the meantime, if you have any queries, please contact Kevin Hewie on 0131 529 7746 or email kevin.hewie@edinburgh.gov.uk 

ETF 20th Anniversary Celebrations

Progress continues to be made in preparations for our 20th Anniversary celebrations. Our Conference will take place on Saturday 2nd October at Napier University and the theme of the Conference is ‘Back to the Future’. There will be a number of workshops highlighting examples of good practice from the Federation in the past 20 years, as well as workshops that will discuss housing issues that will arise in the future. 

‘The Shindig’ will take place on Saturday 30th October in St Brides Centre.  Entertainment will be provided and there will be an opportunity to catch up with old friends. 
Further information on how to book a place at each event will be sent out in due course. In the meantime, if you would like to have a chat on any aspect of the Federation’s 20th Anniversary celebrations, please contact the Federation office on 0131 475 2509. 
Estates Walkabout Training Day, 18th August, East Edinburgh

Edinburgh Tenants Federation and the Council are organising another Estates Inspection Training Day on Wednesday 18th August.  It is designed to give tenants and residents a more in-depth understanding of what to look out for during an estates inspection or ‘walkabout’. 
In the past, tenants have flagged up estates management as a major concern.  Specifically it was felt that more needs to be done to tackle untidy gardens and dumping in back greens; tenants and residents don’t have enough direct contact with staff and don’t know who to approach; tenants and residents don’t know what to expect and are not clear about procedures; service delivery is inconsistent across the city, and rules can sometimes override common sense. We will try to address these issues and more at the training day. We would be grateful if you can confirm your interest by Wednesday 11th August. For more information or to book a place, please contact Garry Sneddon on 0131 529 7133.
Farewell to Nicole
This month, Nicole Orkisz who has been on placement with us for the last six months returns to University for her 4th year.  Nicole played a huge role in the planning of the 20th Anniversary celebrations and everyone at the Federation would like to thank her for all her hard work. She has thoroughly enjoyed working at the Federation and she will miss all the colourful characters she has met and worked with over the last six months. 
High Flats Group, 23rd August, 7pm, Birnies Court 
This is our regular meeting for anyone living in the multi-storeys and it would be great to see as many tenants as possible there. At this meeting, there will be a representative from the Council’s Mediation Service present and it is hoped that there will be a representative from the Fire Service to give a talk on fire safety in the home.  Come along and tell us what is happening in your respective area.
Housing Association Tenants Sub Committee, 26th August, 11.30am, Norton Park
The Housing Association Tenants Sub Committee is open to any Housing Association tenant living in Edinburgh. HATS meetings are informal and we’d welcome anyone interested in meeting other Housing Association tenants. At the meeting, there will be a discussion on the group’s action plan, as well as priorities for the coming year. 
	Membership Renewal
Thank you to all member groups that have renewed their membership.  We are still accepting renewals from groups that weren’t able to renew beforehand.  If your group has not renewed its membership by Monday 13th September, then they will no longer be classified as a member. Please contact Mary in the Federation office on 475 2509 or by email to mary@edinburghtenants.org.uk to renew your membership. 


Diary Dates
Here are dates for upcoming events that may be of interest to you. Transport and childcare for all meetings are available on request.  Contact the Federation office on 0131 475 2509 for more information or to book a place.
August 2010 
9 August

20th Anniversary Planning Group Meeting, Norton Park, 4pm
9 August
Executive Committee, 7pm
18 August
Estates Walkabout Training Day, East Edinburgh
23 August
Tenant Led Inspection Training, Moredun Community Centre, 10am
23 August
High Flats meeting, 7pm Birnies Court
26 August

Housing Association Tenants Sub Committee, Norton Park, 11.30am

28 August

Improving Services, Improving Homes Conference
30 August

Tenant Led Inspection Training, Slateford Green Centre, 10am
September 2010
8 September

Tenant Led Inspection Training, Moredun Community Centre, 10am
13 September
Executive Committee, 7pm

15 September
Tenant Led Inspection Training, Norton Park, 10am

29 September
Federation Meeting, Venue, to be confirmed.
Don’t forget that Federation Matters, and other Federation publications, can be downloaded from our website at www.edinburghtenants.org.uk. You can also join us on Facebook to receive updates. That’s all for this month- do get in touch if you need any more information from us about anything mentioned here. 
Edinburgh Tenants Federation Norton Park 57 Albion Road Edinburgh EH7 5QY
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